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Delivered to the Italian Air Force the first Eurofighter
Equipped with Galileo Avionica PIRATE IRST

The first Eurofighter Typhoon with on board the radar PIRATE- IRST designed and produced by
Galileo Avionica, a Finmeccanica Company, was delivered to the Italian Aeronautica Militare.

The aircraft is part of the Tanche 1 batch 5 of the international programme Eurofighter and is
operational at the Grosseto base, in Tuscany.

The PIRATE performs the same tasks of a radar, working in a passive mode, without electromagnetic
radiations, detecting instead the heat of the different targets. A very important feature that increases
the overall performances of a combat aircraft, offering the tactical superiority of a complete operability
in Stealth (technologies allowing the aircraft to be undetectable).

Leveraging state-of-the-art technologies, the PIRATE (Passive Infra-Red Airborne Tracking
Equipment) combines the functionalities of a IRST and the ones of a FLIR (Foward Looking Infra-
Red). The PIRATE is compact enough to install the electronics inside the aircraft, while the searching
head of the sensor emerges on the left nose in front of the windshield.

Galileo Avionica is prime contractor of the EuroFirst Consortium which features Thales in the UK and
Tecnobit in Spain. In 2006, the Consortium was awarded with a contract to supply 200 PIRATE
systems for the Tranche 2 of the Eurofighter in the various nations involved.

The value for Galileo Avionica of the programme, which includes Tranche 2 and Tranche 1, is around
200 million euros.

Combining its experience and leadership in electro-optical and firing systems, with the knowledge
acquired in the development of the PIRATE, Galileo Avionica has developed a commercial version of
the PIRATE, named IRST-C for other fighters requiring the same technologies for passive tracking of
the targets.

Galileo Avionica has also developed a Naval version of the IRST which is the SASS (Silent
Acquisition Surveillance System) installed for a session of trials on board the EURO Fregate and
which will equip the unit of the Italian Navy, Cavour. SASS has also been selected for the Italian
fregates in the frame of the Franco Italian programme FREMM.
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SELEX Sensors and Airborne Systems S.p.A., a Finmeccanica Company, specialises in surveillance, protection, tracking, targeting and imaging systems, controls
Galileo Avionica S.p.A. and Selex Sensors and Airborne Systems Ltd.

Galileo Avionica S.p.A is the Italian avionics leader. It focuses on the design, development and production of avionics and electro-optical equipment, airborne radar and
precision approach radars, UAVs and Simulators, space equipment for platform and payloads. Galileo Avionica offers systems integration capabilities and know-how and
participates as prime or partner in all European military co-operative programs (Eurofighter, NH-90, EH-101).

In 2005 Galileo Avionica has registered revenues of Euros 574 million.



